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2025 Advent Family Worship Guide
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.” — Isaiah 40:1
Holy Cross family, welcome to the Season of Advent!

The word Advent means “to come.” It reminds us of the long-anticipated arrival of the Messiah—
the Lord Jesus—who came once in humility and will come again in glory. In Isaiah 40, the Lord
announces His coming with words of comfort. His intention is to draw near to His people, to speak
tenderly to them, and to bring true rest to weary hearts. That is an important reminder for us in this
season.

Every year, we tend to fill the weeks leading up to Christmas with distraction. We labor over
finding the right gifts. We spend more money than we intended. We overcommit to events and
gatherings. We chase a sense of nostalgia from childhood rather than resting in the presence of
Christ Himself. As a result, this season can become marked more by restlessness than by the joy,
peace, and comfort the Lord intends us to experience through His coming.

But we must also remember that the comfort Jesus brings is not always comfortable. The
incarnation—the Word made flesh—confronts us with grace and truth. It is a gracious
confrontation, but one that unsettles false comforts and exposes where we seek peace apart from
Him. Paul describes God’s comfort in 2 Corinthians 1:7 as a sharing in the sufferings of Christ. In
other words, the comfort of Jesus often calls us into holy discomfort, as He forms us through
dependence and obedience.

As a church family, this Advent we want to highlight that tension, comfort that comes through
discomfort, peace that comes through surrender, joy that comes through trust. Our hope is that this
season would not be another cycle of exhaustion or striving, but a time to renew our hearts in the
Lord’s faithfulness and rest in His ministry to us.

How to Use This Devotional

Each week there is an Advent Action. Take a moment to read through that action and consider
ways you or your family might practice a tangible expression of our Advent themes from week to
week.

Each day includes a Scripture reading connected to Sunday’s sermon, a brief reflection,
questions for adults and kids to reflect on, and a daily prayer list. Take time to read the passage
slowly. Reflect on the summary, and jot down your thoughts or additional prayer requests the
Lord brings to your mind. If you have children, invite them to participate by reading, sharing, or
praying. Conclude your time with one of the Advent carols included in this guide.

If you are a parent and this is your first time trying to spend sharing God’s Word with your children,
do not be discouraged. Part of the discipleship of our children is teaching our kids how to sit still,
how to focus, reminding them of God who made them and loved them. Expect it to be hard for
them but know that even when your ministry feels like it is vain, the Lord is still at work using
your faithfulness to Him.

May this Advent season draw you closer to the One who came to bring true and lasting comfort,
Jesus the Christ, our Lord.
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Advent Week 1: The Comfort of the Incarnation: Assurance That Humbles

The LORD steps into our world to comfort us in our deepest needs. That comfort humbles us
because we cannot save ourselves. Recognizing our need is often uncomfortable for us. This first
week of Advent we are focusing on that assurance from the Lord.

Advent Action: For this first week consider forming a tradition with a candle. Each day this week,
turn your house completely dark. Take a moment to remain silent and experience the darkness.
Then, with a single (or a few candles) read through the Scripture passage. Spend a few minutes
dwelling on how the Lord brings light into darkness. If you have young children, have them pray
together: “Jesus is our Light. Thank You for coming close.”
Optional Kid Activity: Have your kids take a candle (or flashlight) and shine it into the
corners of a room? Have them notice what happened. Explain how the light and dark
cannot be in the same place. Remind them that as the Light of the World Jesus casts out
darkness.

Missionary of the Week: Matt, Carly, Hudson, Os, Macrae, and Rose Chase who are church
planting in Chiba, Japan.

Day 1 — Sunday
Isaiah 40:1-11 — Comfort from the LORD’s Coming

Scripture Reading

I Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. ? Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins. > A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. ? Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. > And
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the
LORD has spoken."

% A voice says, "Cry!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like
the flower of the field. ” The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows
on it; surely the people are grass. ® The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God
will stand forever. ° Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah,
"Behold your God!" !’ Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold,
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. '' He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that
are with young.

God Himself comes to comfort His people but that comfort requires every valley to be lifted
and every mountain made low.

The command, “Comfort, comfort my people,” announces a royal decree of restoration after
judgment. Yet the leveling imagery in verses 3-5 reveals that this comfort comes through
transformation: the valleys of despair will be lifted up, and the mountains of pride will be brought
low. These are moments when we can feel either stuck or proud. When we wonder, “I can’t do
anything right” or “I can do it by myself all alone”. True assurance is found not in our position (or
what we can do), but in God’s gracious work.
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Adult Reflection Questions:
1. Where might God’s comfort be humbling your pride?
2. How does the Lord’s personal coming change your understanding of comfort?
3. What valleys of despair or mountains of pride in your life must be leveled for His coming?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1. When you feel sad or scared, who helps you feel safe?
2. Where do you need help? Where do you think you have it, but you might really need
help?
3. God says He comes close like a gentle shepherd. What does a shepherd do?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for the comfort of Christ to draw near to those who feel overwhelmed this season.
* Pray for the Missionary of the Week to rest in God’s tenderness and strength.
* Pray for those grieving the death of loved ones in this season.

Day 2 — Monday
John 1:1-18 — The Word Became Flesh

Scripture Reading
! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. °> He was in
the beginning with God. * All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made. * In him was life, and the life was the light of men. ° The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

S There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ’ He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. ® He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light. ° The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. '° He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. T He
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. '> But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, > who were born, not of blood
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. '* And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth.

= (John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after
me ranks before me, because he was before me.'") '° For from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. '’ For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. '8 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him
known.

The Incarnation assures us of grace, but exposes that grace is entirely God’s gift, not ours.
The phrase, “The Word became flesh”, asserts that divine life fully entered frail humanity.
Remember that the Incarnation means, Jesus has become fully God and fully man too. Yet verse
13 insists that those who receive Him are born “not of the will of man, but of God,” displacing all
human claim on salvation.
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Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does it comfort you that God Himself became flesh?
2. In what ways does it unsettle you that new birth is God’s work, not yours?
3. How can you rest in grace without trying to manage it?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1. Have you ever been given a gift you didn’t expect? What was it? What did you feel after
getting that gift? (That is what Grace is, a gift we didn’t earn or even expect!)
2. Jesus came to live with us. How does that show His love?
3. Who can we tell today, “Jesus loves you™?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for renewed awe in the Incarnation, that God is with us.
* Pray for your neighbors to see Christ’s light.
* Pray for humility to receive grace instead of earning.

Day 3 — Tuesday
Luke 1:46-55 — Mary’s Song of Humble Joy

Scripture Reading
6 And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, *’ and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

3 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations
will call me blessed; *° for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
30 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. > He has shown strength
with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; > he has brought down
the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; > he has filled the hungry with
good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. > He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, *> as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever."

The comfort of the Incarnation magnifies God’s mercy and humbles human greatness.
Mary’s line “He has looked on the humble estate of His servant” shows that God’s salvation
reverses worldly values. Divine comfort lifts the lowly and scatters the proud — assurance for the
humble, discomfort for the self-reliant.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. What does it mean for your soul to “magnify the Lord”?
2. How does God’s mercy toward the lowly challenge cultural and personal pride?
3. How might you practice humility in response to God’s comfort?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1. Mary was so happy about God’s love that she sang. What makes you want to sing?
2. Describe what an all-powerful king looks like. What is a baby like? Why would God
come as a baby?
3. Can you think of a way to show kindness to someone today?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for Generation Hope moms to be lifted up with dignity.
* Pray that we honor God more than our own name.
* Pray for hearts softened to God’s mercy.

4



%) HOLY CROSS

Day 4 — Wednesday
Matthew 2:1-12 — The Magi and the True King

Scripture Reading
I Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the east came to Jerusalem, ° saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For
we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him."

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and assembling
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
3 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

5 " 4nd you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.""

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared. ® And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him."® After listening
to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 1° When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. ! And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. > And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way.

The Incarnation assures us that the true King has come but His kingship disturbs our own.
When the Magi proclaim, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?” Matthew notes that
Herod was “troubled”. The arrival of Christ challenged Herod’s sovereignty. The verb highlights
the reality that Christ’s coming disrupts self-rule; God’s comfort dismantles our false kingdoms. It
means we’re not in control and we don’t get to decide on our destiny. We have to trust in the
character and work of our King to provide confidence and comfort.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. Where do you see Herod-like resistance in your heart to Christ’s reign?
2. How does the humility of Jesus’ birth expose the emptiness of worldly power?
3. What does it look like to yield your crown or independence to His comfort and leadership?

Kids Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think Herod was troubled? What was he worried about? How was he
resistant? How are you resistant to God’s reign?

2. Why do you think God chose to send Jesus as a tiny baby instead of a big, strong king?
(We think power means being super strong. But Jesus came as a baby to show that God's
power is different. God can use something small and weak to do the biggest and strongest
things.)

3. The wise men followed a star to find Jesus. Why did the wise men kneel down to worship
Jesus? (Because Jesus is King and deserves our worship.)

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray that our hearts would rejoice in Jesus as our King.
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* Pray for our Worship Leaders & Musicians.
* Pray for our Sunday morning worship service, that it would honor the Lord and minister
to His people.

Day S — Thursday
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 — Boasting Only in the Lord

Scripture Reading

%6 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. >’ But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; *® God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,
2 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. *° And because of him you are in
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, 3! so that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."

The comfort of salvation comes not through worthiness but through God’s choice of the weak
and foolish.

Paul’s phrase “God chose” repeats three times, emphasizing that divine election disables human
boasting of self-confidence. The Incarnation comforts us because Christ “became to us wisdom
from God,” but it also humbles us so that none can say, “I deserved it.”

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does God’s choice of the lowly give you assurance?
2. Why does true comfort silence our boasting?
3. What would it mean to find your identity only “in the Lord”?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1. What was it that was “foolish”, “weak”, and “low and despised” that God chose?
2. How did God “‘shame the wise” and “shame the strong”?
3. What are some ways we can boast?
4. What is something about you that seems ordinary, and how can God use it for something
good?
5. Can you do anything to make God love you more? (Answer: No.)

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our Elders, that they shepherd dependently and humbly.
* Pray that our boast would be Christ alone.
* Pray that our Missionary of the Week would be strengthened for continued ministry.
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Day 6 — Friday
Titus 3:3-7 — Saved by His Mercy, Not Our Works

Scripture Reading

3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. * But when
the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, ° he saved us, not because of works
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Holy Spirit, © whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,
7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The comfort of Christ’s coming assures salvation, yet it confronts the illusion that we
contribute to it.

Paul contrasts two thoughts in this section: “not because of works done by us in righteousness,
but according to His mercy”. Our salvation directly flows out of the divine initiative alone. The
Spirit’s “washing of regeneration” mirrors the cleansing power of the Incarnation applied to
sinners. Jesus coming to us is like a gift. We don’t earn a gift by being really good or doing lots
of chores. Someone gives it because they love us. God saves us not because we do everything
right, but because He loves us so much. Jesus came to clean our hearts and make us new, just like
when you wash your hands to get the dirt off. We can’t clean our own hearts, but Jesus can.
That’s why we trust Him, not ourselves.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. What part of you still wants to “earn” comfort from God?
2. How does mercy alone deepen your assurance?
3. How does grace invite you to the attitude and posture of humility and gratitude?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1. Why do you think Jesus came as a gift instead of making us work for Him?
2. Who changes our hearts to love Him? (Answer: Jesus and the Holy Spirit)
3. How can we say ‘thank you’ to Jesus for His love and mercy?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our Deacons’ Mercy Ministries to communicate grace tenderly
* Pray for those ashamed of sin to rest in Christ’s cleansing.
* Pray that our hearts would continue to dwell more on God’s goodness.
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Day 7 — Saturday
Revelation 21:1-6 — The Comfort of All Things Made New

Scripture Reading

I Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. > And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. ? He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away." > And he who was seated on the throne
said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true."

% And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.

The final comfort of the Incarnation is complete renewal — yet it belongs to “the thirsty,”
not the self-satisfied.

Jesus’ declaration, “To the thirsty [ will give from the spring of the water of life without payment,”
echoes what He had previously promised in Isaiah 55. The assurance of eternal comfort is freely
given and precisely because it cannot be bought, it unsettles those who would rather pay for it.
What is required is our thirst.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. What does it mean to be “thirsty” before God?
2. How does the promise of renewal assure you amid present decay?
3. How can you receive this gift with humility and longing rather than control?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1. What is one sad thing Jesus will take away forever?
2. What do you look forward to in God’s renewed world?
3. We can ask Jesus to help us wait with hope. Why is it hard to wait for Jesus to help us?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for longing for the world made new.
* Pray for hope in Christ to replace striving and anxiety.
* Pray that our greatest joy would be in Christ and the great Day of His return!
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www.hymnary.org/text/come_thou_long_expected _jesus_born_to

This hymn is in the public domain. You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship. If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source.
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Advent Week 2: The Comfort of the Incarnation: Courage in Suffering

God’s comfort helps us to endure suffering. We often want to run from suffering, but His comfort
helps us to endure and confront our suffering with hope.

Advent Action: This week find an item in your home which tells part of your story of when you
needed help. It could be a wedding ring and remembering your need for your spouse or a surprise
gift that reminded you that you were valuable and loved. Reflect each night on how the LORD met
you in a need and how your story was shaped and strengthened because of His tangible provision
and protection.
Optional Kid Action: Ask them to find a small, favorite object like a stuffed animal or
blanket. Ask them to hold it while praying about their needs. Remind your child that just
as we get comfort and joy from our favorite objects, true comfort and joy comes from Jesus.
Ask them to think and pray for one person they know to experience Jesus’ comfort and joy.

Missionary of the Week: John, Lorena, Annelise, Caleb and Benjamin McCall, planting a
church and ministering to college students in Rionegro, Columbia.

Day 1 — Sunday
Luke 2:25-39 — Simeon’s Consolation

Scripture Reading
23 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. °° And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.
27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do
for him according to the custom of the Law, *® he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said, *° "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; *° for my
eyes have seen your salvation ! that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, ** a light
for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel." 3> And his father and his mother
marveled at what was said about him. 3? And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
"Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed ¥ (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed."” 3% And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was
a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple,
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. % And coming up at that very hour she began
to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
3% And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.

The Incarnation brings true comfort because God has come near.

Simeon calls Jesus “the consolation of Israel.” That word ‘consolation’ has a connotation of
comfort that gives us the ability to endure a task. This means that He gives us comfort for a purpose,
so that we might do something with that comfort. Simeon foresees that following Him will pierce
the soul. Comfort and suffering are bound together in Christ.

10
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Christ fulfills Israel’s longing for God’s presence. Simeon includes that a sword will pierce Mary,
showing that the comfort we receive in Christ also, at times, causes us pain. This pain can often be
the reality that we need a Savior to save us from our sins and it was costly for Him!

Adult Reflection Questions:
1) Where in your life are you needing consolation?
2) How does knowing that Christ Himself entered suffering deepen your comfort?
3) How might the comfort of Christ free you to walk through hardship with hope?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Simeon waited a long time for Jesus. What is something you have to wait for?
2) Can comfort help you do something that feels a little scary or tough?
3) What is something hard you might face where you can remember that Jesus is with
you?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for those grieving the death of loved ones to find comfort and hope in Jesus.
* Pray for the Missionary of the Week to endure hardship with hope.

Day 2 — Monday
Philippians 2:5-11 — Christ’s Humility and Exaltation

Scripture Reading

3 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ® who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, ” but emptied himself, by taking
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. ¢ And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. ° Therefore
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,

10 g0 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
I and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The comfort of Christ is grounded in His humility.

The verb “emptied Himself” does not mean Christ ceased to be God but that He willingly set aside
His divine privilege to embrace suffering servanthood. The Incarnation comforts us because God
did not remain distant but entered humiliation on our behalf.

Jesus willingly humbled Himself, even to death. Our comfort comes not from escape but from His
presence in the depths.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1) What does it mean that the Son of God took on the form of a servant for you?
2) How does Christ’s humility reshape how you view your own suffering?
3) Where are you tempted to cling to comfort instead of following Christ’s humble path?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) What does it mean to be humble or to put others first?”
2) Can you think of a time you helped someone even when it was hard?
3) Who can we show love to in a quiet or small way this week?

11
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Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our Deacons as they serve our church and community with sympathy and
service
* Pray for those who are enduring physical suffering and loneliness.

Day 3 — Tuesday
Hebrews 2:10-18 — Christ Made Perfect Through Suffering

Scripture Reading

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory,
should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. ! For he who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers,
2 saying, "I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your
praise." > And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, "Behold, I and the children God has
given me." '* Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is,
the devil, I° and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 15 For
surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. !’ Therefore he had to
be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. '* For because he
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

The Incarnate Son is our sympathetic High Priest.

The phrase “made perfect” refers not to moral improvement but to Christ’s completion of His role
as the founder of salvation through suffering. His Incarnation comforts us because He is qualified
as a merciful and faithful High Priest who shares in our weakness.

By suffering with us and for us, Christ brings us into His family and offers help in our trials.
Jesus knows what it feels like to be sad and hurt because He lived life like we do. He didn’t do
anything wrong, but He still went through hard things so He could help us. That means when we
feel lonely or afraid, Jesus understands us and stays close to us through the hard parts of our lives.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1) How does it comfort you that Jesus truly shared in your human weakness?
2) How does His priestly role encourage you to endure trials?
3) What would change if you faced suffering as one united to the One who has gone before
you?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Who do you run to when you get hurt? This is what it is like to have someone come
alongside you, like Jesus does.
2) What are some cares you would like to share with Jesus today?
3) How can we help someone else feel safe and loved by Jesus today?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for those struggling with fear, loss, or trauma to know Christ has felt their pain.
* Pray for Mission to North America, the church planting ministry of our denomination;
specifically, the Lord would provide a new leader to the vacant position.
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Day 4 — Wednesday

Isaiah 53:1-6 — The Man of Sorrows

Scripture Reading

I Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed? > For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he
had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He
was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. * Surely he has borne our
griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. > But
he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities, upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. ° All we like sheep have
gone astray, we have turned-- every one-- to his own way, and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all.

The comfort of Christ comes through His wounds.

The verb “borne” in verse 4 means to carry or lift up. Isaiah declares that the Servant doesn’t just
sympathize with sorrow but takes it upon Himself. Comfort comes in knowing Christ bore our
griefs in His Incarnation and suffering.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1) How does it deepen your comfort to know Jesus took your griefs and sorrows?
2) Where in your life do you need to be reminded that His wounds bring healing?
3) How can this truth equip you to bear reproach or hardship for His sake?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Jesus knows our hurts. What is something hurting in your heart today?
2) How can we remember Jesus is with us even when we are hurting?
3) Who is someone who has hurt us recently? How can we pray for them?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for those walking through chronic pain, cancer, surgery, infertility, miscarriage,
and unspoken suffering.
* Pray that we would extend peace to those who have hurt us.

Day S — Thursday
2 Corinthians 1:3—7 — The God of All Comfort

Scripture Reading

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, * who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are

in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. ° For as we
share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. b If
we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation, and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort,

which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. ” Qur hope for
you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.
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We comfort others as we share in Christ’s sufferings.

Paul repeatedly uses the word “comfort” in a chain pattern, highlighting that divine comfort
overflows in proportion to suffering. The Incarnation shows this most vividly: Christ shared our
afflictions so that His consolation could overflow to us.

Our union with Christ means that His comfort overflows to us and then through us.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1) How have you experienced God’s comfort in a time of trial?
2) Who might God be calling you to comfort with the same comfort you’ve received?
3) How does this shared pattern of suffering and comfort reflect the Advent hope?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) How can God make us stronger through our hard moments? (To grow us to need
Him!)
2) We live in a world where the hero of the story always seems to win. How can we trust
the Lord when we don’t win?
3) Why does God want our hearts to be gentle? (To reflect His gentleness to others, so
they would know Him.)

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for those who are experiencing isolation due to health or travel, like college or the
military.
* Pray for our Small Group leaders that they would be encouraged and care well for those
who are struggling.

Day 6 — Friday
Romans 8:16-25 — Suffering and Glory

Scripture Reading

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, ' and if children,
then heirs-- heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that
we may also be glorified with him. ' For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. '* For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. ?° For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope °! that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. **> For
we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.
23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfiuits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. * For in this hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? %° But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The Incarnation gives us hope that present sufferings lead to future glory.

14



%) HOLY CROSS

Paul’s phrase “the sufferings of this present time” directly contrasts with “the glory about to be
revealed”. The Incarnation comforts us because Christ has entered into both “time” and
“suffering,” guaranteeing that future glory is certain. Because Christ came, suffered, and rose, our
groaning joins creation’s in waiting for redemption.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1) How does the promise of adoption and resurrection comfort you today?
2) Where are you tempted to doubt that glory outweighs suffering?
3) How can Advent waiting train you to endure suffering in hope?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) The world is waiting for Jesus to fix everything. What do you want Jesus to fix?
2) What are some exciting things that you have to wait for?
3) How can we pray for patience as we wait for Jesus’ to make everything new again?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for those struggling emotionally or mentally with depression, anxiety, and despair,
to experience real comfort and hope.
* Pray for our ministry partner Love, INC as they minister Jesus’ grace to those who need
His comfort.

Day 7 — Saturday
1 Peter 4:12-19 — Sharing in Christ’s Sufferings

Scripture Reading

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though

something strange were happening to you. > But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings,

that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. '* If you are insulted for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. I° But let none of
you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. ' Yet if anyone suffers as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. '’ For it is time for
judgment to begin at the household of God, and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for
those who do not obey the gospel of God? '® And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will
become of the ungodly and the sinner?" '’ Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

Suffering with Christ is part of the Christian calling.

The verb “to share” in verse 13 stresses participation; suffering with Christ is not accidental but
part of our union with Him. The Incarnation comforts us because Christ’s suffering is not merely
an example but a fellowship into which He draws us. To suffer as a Christian is to be united with
Christ and to rejoice in His glory revealed.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1) Why is it a blessing to share in Christ’s sufferings?
2) How can you rejoice in suffering, not by minimizing pain but by magnifying Christ?
3) In what way can this Advent season be a time to prepare your heart for both the comfort
and the cost of following Jesus?
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Kids Reflection Questions:
1) The world is waiting for Jesus to fix everything. What do you want Jesus to fix?
2) What are some exciting things that you have to wait for?
3) How can we pray for patience as we wait for Jesus’ to make everything new again?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for courage to follow Christ in costly obedience.
* Pray for those who struggle to trust God in their suffering.
* Pray for the people in the city of Staunton to know and love Jesus.
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Advent Week 3: The Comfort of the Incarnation: Comfort Received, Comfort Shared

God’s gives us comfort so that we would step outside of our “comfort zone” and seek to comfort
other people with His faithfulness.

Advent Action: As you reflect each night of this week, bring to mind someone who you didn’t
know but encountered today. It could be a classmate, a delivery worker, or a grocery clerk. Think
and share out loud about your encounter. Through your imagination, consider them for a moment;
what might their lives be like? How might you have drawn closer to them in that short encounter?
Consider this quote from G.K. Chesterton, “How much larger your life would be if your self could
become smaller in it; if you could really look at other man with someone curiosity and pleasure; if
you could see them walking as they are in their sunny selfishness and their virile indifference! You
would begin to be interested in them, because they were not interested in you. You would break
out of this tiny and tawdry theatre in which your own little plot is always played, and you would
find yourself under a freer sky, in a street full of splendid strangers.”

Optional Kid Action: Help your child brainstorm something they could do as an act of

kindness for someone else this week (something simple and doable).

Missionary of the Week: Satoshi and Cally as they minister the Gospel around the world.

Day 1 — Sunday

Jonah 3:1-10 — The Compassion of God for the Nations

Scripture Reading

"' Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, ° "Arise, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you." > So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days'
Journey in breadth. * Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, "Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" > And the people of Nineveh believed God. They
called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. ° The word
reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. ” And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, "By
the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything.
Let them not feed or drink water, ¢ but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them
call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his
hands. ° Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not
perish." 1 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the
disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.
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The comfort of the Incarnation reveals God’s heart to bring mercy even to those we’d
rather avoid.

The LORD’s command, “Arise, go to Nineveh”, mirrors His earlier call at the beginning of the
book (1:2), but this time Jonah obeys. This highlights that God’s mercy pursues not only
Nineveh’s good (their repentance) but also Jonah’s good (his obedience). God’s comfort reaches
outward, even through reluctant messengers.

Adult Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think Jonah resisted God’s call to proclaim mercy to Nineveh? [Consider
reading Jonah 4:1-2.]

2. How does God’s compassion for the undeserving mirror the Incarnation?

3. Who might represent a “Nineveh” in your life — someone toward whom God calls you to
extend His comfort?

4. How does this story challenge you to see evangelism as an overflow of divine mercy rather
than personal obligation?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) God forgave the people of Nineveh. Does God want to forgive us too? (Yes!)
2) When should we admit when we realize we’re wrong?
3) Who do we need to forgive today?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for the Missionary of the Week, that they would experience open opportunities to
share the Gospel, that they would speak with boldness, and experience the Lord’s
protection.
* Pray for hearts ready to repent and return to the Lord.

Day 2 — Monday
Isaiah 49:5-7 — A Light to the Nations

Scripture Reading

° And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob
back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him-- for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength-- ¢ he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you
as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” ” Thus says the
LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers: "Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."
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The comfort of the Messiah is too great to be contained within one people.

The LORD’s declaration, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes
of Jacob” uses the Hebrew word for small or trivial. It is not a trivial matter to bring comfort those
hurting in Israel, but the meaning of the word indicates that the scope of God’s comfort must
expand to the nations.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does God’s expansive vision for redemption challenge narrow views of His comfort?
2. Where might you see “too small a thing” thinking in your own life or church?
3. How can Advent instill a missionary attitude in you?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) God wants His love to reach the whole world. Who do you want to pray for today?
2) Can you think of a reason why you need Jesus’ love?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for Mission to the World, our denominations Mission Agency, as it sends out
missionaries globally.
* Pray that the Lord would raise up missionaries from our congregation.
* Pray for unreached peoples to hear the gospel.

Day 3 — Tuesday
John 4:7-30 — Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

Scripture Reading

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8 (For his
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) ° The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) '° Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." !
The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do
you get that living water? '? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock." ° Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, ™ but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life." 1> The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have
to come here to draw water." 1% Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here.” !” The
woman answered him, "l have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'l have no
husband'; '8 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What
you have said is true." !’ The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. *° Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought
to worship." *! Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
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mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. > You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. >* But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such
people to worship him. ** God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth." > The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When
he comes, he will tell us all things." °° Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." ?” Just then
his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, "What
do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" *® So the woman left her water jar and went
away into town and said to the people, ° "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can
this be the Christ?" 3° They went out of the town and were coming to him.

The comfort of the Incarnation crosses barriers of shame, ethnicity, and sin.

When Jesus says, “He had to pass through Samaria” He expresses divine necessity; not in
geography but in His mission. Jews hated Samaritans and would often travel for miles around the
region of Samaria. Yet here, the Incarnate Lord intentionally goes to those whom society avoids,
bringing living water to the spiritually thirsty.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. What barriers of comfort or convenience might Christ be calling you to cross?
2. How does Jesus’ patient engagement model incarnational outreach?
3. Who in your life is waiting for someone to offer “living water”?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) How do we get to know the needs of other people? (Jesus asks this woman a lot of
questions!)
2) Who do we know who is lonely and needs a friend today?
3) How does Jesus show love to people who feel left out?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for Young Life and ministry among students.
* Pray for our church to consider how we might share the Gospel with others who have
left the church out of pain.

Day 4 — Wednesday
Matthew 5:13-16 — Salt and Light

Scripture Reading

I3 "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. '* "You
are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. > Nor do people light a lamp and
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. '° In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.
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The comfort we’ve received in Christ transforms us into agents of comfort to the world.
The metaphors of “salt” and “light” show identity before function; you are the salt, you are the
light. The language ““so let your light shine” indicates an ongoing action; mission is not an event
but a way of life. As you live your life, you are intended to be focused on communicating God’s
goodness and mercy.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How has Christ’s comfort changed your sense of identity?
2. What does it mean to shine without seeking attention?
3. Where can your good works quietly point others to the Father’s glory this week?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) What does it mean to shine like a light for Jesus?
2) How can our kindness show Jesus’ love?
3) Can we think of one good thing to do for someone today?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our Hospitality Team and households to shine with Christ’s welcome.
* Pray for our church staff that they would minister to those inside and outside of our
church family.

Day S — Thursday
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 — Ambassadors of Reconciliation

Scripture Reading

I7 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
has come. '8 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation; ° that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. *
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2L For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so

that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

The comfort of reconciliation with God becomes the message we carry to others.

Paul’s phrase “God making his appeal through us” connects the word comfort to the gospel itself.
He is telling us that we are instruments through whom divine comfort is offered. The LORD did
not create a Plan B alternative to proclamation of the Gospel. Christian, by belonging to Him, you
are His ambassador.

An ambassador is a big word. It means to go on behalf of another person. For example, we have
an ambassador for our nation, the United States, who goes to another nation, like France and
speaks for us. God is telling us that we represent Him to the people around us (in our classes, in
our neighborhood and our city.
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Adult Reflection Questions:
1. What does it mean to be an “ambassador” of the Incarnate King?
2. How does going in the authority of Jesus with His message of reconciliation challenge fear

or apathy in outreach?
3. Who might God be urging you to represent Him to this Advent?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Who is someone you listen to because they help keep you safe or teach you? (This
person likely has some authority. Jesus gives authority to His people!)
2) How can you tell people about Jesus using your words or actions?
3) Why is it good that Jesus is with us when we tell others about Him?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our extended family members who have not received the gospel.
* Pray for softened hearts and open conversations in our daily interactions with others.

Day 6 — Friday
Matthew 28:16-20 — The Great Commission

Scripture Reading

6 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. '’
And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. '® And Jesus came and said to
them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ° Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, %° teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you

always, to the end of the age."

The comfort of Christ’s presence compels mission to every nation.

The promise “I am with you always” bookends the command to “make disciples.” The comfort of
Emmanuel, which means “God with us”, empowers obedience to His global call. The Incarnation
remains the foundation for mission and the ongoing focus of our lives. It tells us that we are not
alone. He is always with us and therefore we speak on behalf of Him.

We can tell our friends, family, and even people far away about Jesus. When we remember that
Jesus is with us, it helps us be brave and share His love everywhere.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does Christ’s presence encourage you in the face of the fear of sharing your faith?
2. Why is disciple-making an act of comfort-giving?
3. What practical step could you take to “go” this week?
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Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Why is it good news that Jesus wants everyone to know Him?
2) What makes it easier to share Jesus when we remember He is with us?
3) What is one thing we can do to show God’s love in our home?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our men’s and women’s ministry discipleship.
* Pray for bold, gentle witness in workplaces, schools, and homes.
* Pray for the preparation of our Sunday School ministry next year, that it would be a
ministry to those inside and outside of our church.

Day 7 — Saturday
Revelation 22:1-5, 17 — The Invitation of the Spirit and the Bride

Scripture Reading

I Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb ° through the middle of the street of the city,; also, on either side of the
river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations. > No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne
of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. * They will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. > And night will be no more. They will need no light of
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

I7 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.

The comfort of the Incarnation culminates in the church’s outward cry, “Come!”

This section includes a repeated invitation for the Lord to “Come”. There are multiple dualities in
this section. First, both God the Spirit and humanity are united in calling for the second advent of
the Son. Both are aligned in the hope and restoration of Jesus’ Lordship. The second duality is how
the Bride calls for Christ to come while simultaneously calling others to come to Him. Our comfort
is comfort we are intended to declare and extend to the world around us.

The Bible tells us that God wants His people to want Him!. That’s why it says, ‘Come, Jesus!’
That means we are happiest when we are with Jesus, and we want Him to come to everyone else
too. When we are comforted by Jesus, it’s not just for us, we can tell our friends and family about
Him. We can invite others to know Jesus and share the love He gives us.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does longing for Christ’s return motivate present outreach?
2. What does it look like for the Spirit and the Bride to speak with one voice today?
3. How can your life echo this invitation to “Come”?
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Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Why do you think it’s important that Jesus will come back? (The whole world will be
healed, no more sin, no more sorrow, and no more death!)
2) What do you think it will be like to live in God’s renewed world?
3) What is something that gets you excited about in a new earth?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for those in Augusta County that they would come to know and love Jesus.
* Pray our Missionary of the Week and their opportunity to be a bold witness of the
Gospel.
* Pray “Come, Lord Jesus.”
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Advent Week 4: Comfort that Leads to Death

The Incarnation comforts us, that the LORD who made us will lay down His life for us. He will
save us from death. Our response to that comfort will lead us to uncomfortable places. To follow
often means we will have to lay down our lives for others.

Advent Action: At the beginning of the week, consider naming something tangible that gives you
deep joy; dessert, tv, coffee, etc. Consider fasting from this object or activity for the week. Each
night as you think about the cost of the comfort that leads to death, share or journal your thoughts
on how the LORD is our ultimate treasure and the struggle with our own comfort.
Optional Kid Action: Choose a small fast with your child (no dessert one night, no
screens after dinner, etc.). Each night ask them: “Was it hard?” Remind them that Jesus
gives us all our good gifts but we take breaks to thank Him and remind ourselves that He
is the real gift from God, greater than all others!

Missionary of the Week: Nate, Erin, Ruby, Lucy, and Oliver Taylor who are church planting in
Glasgow, Scottland.

Day 1 — Sunday
Matthew 10:27-42 — Costly Discipleship

Scripture Reading

27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the
housetops. *® And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. *° Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. *° But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. 3! Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 3> So everyone who
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 3° but
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. ** "Do not
think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
33 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. >° And a person's enemies will be those of his own
household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 3¢ And whoever does not take his cross
and follow me is not worthy of me. ° Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it. ¥ "Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives
him who sent me. *! The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's
reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive
a righteous person's reward. ** And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water
because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward."
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The comfort of Christ comes with the call to follow Him, even into death.
Jesus’ repeated commands (“fear not, ” “whoever finds life will lose it”)
contrast divine reassurance with stark warnings. In vs. 33, to deny the LORD who has become

99 <

take up your cross,

Incarnate demonstrates that following Jesus requires a decisive break from our self-interest. Real
and lasting comfort is inseparable from the call to complete surrender.

Jesus wants us to follow Him every day, even when it’s hard. Sometimes following Him means we
have to do what’s right instead of just what we want. He shows us what real life is about and gives
us courage to obey. When we listen to Him and trust Him, we can be really happy, even if following
Him isn’t always easy.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. What comforts in Christ give you courage to face opposition or loss?
2. How does Jesus’ promise of reward reconcile with the warning of division and persecution?
3. Where is God calling you to “take up your cross” in this season?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) What is something hard for you right now?
2) How can we be brave and trust Jesus?
3) What is something about Jesus’ love that helps us to do hard and scary things?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for courage to lay down lesser comforts.
* Pray that our Missionary of the Week endures in the Gospel and is strengthened to serve
others.

Day 2 — Monday
Luke 14:25-33 — Counting the Cost

Scripture Reading

23 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, *° "If anyone comes to me
and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes,
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. >’ Whoever does not bear his own cross and come
after me cannot be my disciple. *® For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? *° Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 3° saying, 'This man began
to build and was not able to finish.' > Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war,
will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 3? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a
delegation and asks for terms of peace. 3 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all
that he has cannot be my disciple.
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The Incarnation comforts us by providing a reason for sacrifice, yet demands prioritization
of Christ above all else.

Jesus uses strong, hyperbolic language (“hate your father and mother”) to stress that the call to
follow is serious and significant. It costs us the prioritization of the kingdom even over the social
expectations of caring for your family. There will be moments when we must decide what is the
greatest treasure and, in those moments, Christ is explaining here that He is of greater worth than
anything else. This can feel disconcerting. Here the Lord’s comfort is calling us to trust in Him
even in the fear of loss and death have huge implications for our lives and family.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. Where do you struggle to place Christ above other people or values?
2. How does knowing Christ’s presence strengthen you to relinquish what feels
indispensable?
3. What are practical ways which you have considered the cost of following Jesus and
walking with Him?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) What is one of our favorite treasures right now?
2) How can we show Jesus that He is our greatest treasure?
3) What are some ways we can remember Jesus’ love every day?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our Ushers and Welcome Teams, that our welcome would flow from Christ’s
love.
* Pray that Christ becomes our greatest treasure.

Day 3 — Tuesday
Philippians 1:20-26 — Life or Death for Christ

Scripture Reading
20" .. as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full
courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. *! For to
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. *°> If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for
me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. > I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. °* But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on
your account. ° Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your
progress and joy in the faith, °° so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus,

because of my coming to you again.
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The comfort of the Incarnation assures us that whether in life or death, Christ is magnified.
This is the paradox of Advent: the arrival of divine comfort through a path of holy discomfort. The
birth of Christ proclaims peace on earth, yet it also calls us to follow a Savior who would suffer
for our sake. True comfort is inseparable from the willingness to die to ourselves for the sake of
Christ. As we continue in this season, we are invited to rest in His nearness and to embrace the
costly grace that shapes us into His likeness—so that in every circumstance, Christ might be
magnified.

Jesus is with us, and that makes us safe. Following Him can be hard, but when we obey, He shines
through us and helps others see His love.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does Paul’s perspective challenge your view of personal comfort and safety?
2. Where are you called to trust that Christ’s glory matters more than your own survival?
3. How can Advent remind you that ultimate comfort may come through sacrifice?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) What are the most important things in your life? What makes them important to you?
2) How do we show Jesus that He is important to us?
3) How can you obey your parents or teachers today as a way to follow Jesus?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for the marriages in our church to be faithful and strong.
* Pray for singles to experience joyful belonging within our church family.

Day 4 — Wednesday
2 Timothy 4:6—8 — The Crown of Righteousness

Scripture Reading

% For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. $ Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me
on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

Comfort in Christ’s presence leads us through the trial of death to ultimate reward.

In this, we find deep comfort. The Incarnation means that Jesus has already entered into death
ahead of us and has transformed it from a fearful end into a doorway to His presence. Paul’s
confidence is not in his performance but in the faithfulness of the righteous Judge who has secured
his crown. For all who “love His appearing,” there awaits the same hope, the assurance that our
lives, poured out in love and obedience, are held fast in Christ and will one day be crowned with
His glory.
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Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does the promise of a “crown of righteousness” encourage you amid trials?
2. What fears of death or loss does Christ’s presence confront?
3. How might you live today in light of the life to come?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) What is the hardest part of running a race?
2) What does it mean to keep going even when things are hard?

3) What is something we can thank God for when we are having a hard time trusting
Him?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our Finance Committee as they faithful steward our church finances.
* Pray for our Missionary of the Week that the Lord would provide and care for their
financial needs.

Day S — Thursday
John 12:23-26 — Life Through Death

Scripture Reading
23 And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. ** Truly, truly,
I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it

t. ° Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will

bears much frui
keep it for eternal life. °° If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my

servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

The Incarnation comforts and empowers us to embrace death as the gateway to true life.
Jesus’ statement “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit” uses farming imagery to show that death leads to multiplication. For a
gardener or farmer, a physical seed must break for life to emerge. The same is true in the Kingdom
of God. We trust that in Christ our suffering and death produce eternal fruit.

Like a seed has to be planted to grow, Jesus says we can have a fruitful and happy life when we
trust Him, even when it’s hard.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. In what areas of your life is God asking you to “die” to self for fruitfulness?
2. How does the Incarnation encourage obedience even when it’s costly?
3. What “fruit” might God be producing through your current trials?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) What happens to a seed when it is planted in the soil?
2) Can you think of something that is hard for you, but could help you grow?
3) What is one way you can be like a seed and grow good things by listening to Jesus?
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Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray for our HCK Teachers, Nursery Workers, and Youth Team that they would minister
to our children and youth with joy, patience, and delight in the Lord.
* Pray that our church would continue to grow in our service to the Lord and one another.

Day 6 — Friday
Romans 6:3—11 — United with Christ in Death

Scripture Reading

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? ? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. ° For if we
have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his. ® We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. ” For one who has died has
been set free from sin. * Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
? We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again, death no longer has
dominion over him. '° For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives

to God. ! So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Comfort in the Incarnation assures us that death with Christ is victory, not defeat.

Comfort in the Incarnation assures us that death with Christ is not defeat but victory. Advent
reminds us that the eternal Son of God entered our frailty so that even death itself would be
transformed. In His coming, Jesus united Himself to our humanity so that through faith, and
symbolized in baptism, we might be united to His death and resurrection. As Paul teaches, we are
“buried with Him” to die to sin, and raised with Him to walk in newness of life. The birth of Christ
points forward to the cross and the empty tomb, revealing that every surrender in the Christian life
participates in His redeeming work.

Jesus came to be with us, even when life is hard and even when people die. Because He came,
death doesn’t have to scare us, it is like a door that leads to a happy life with Jesus forever. When
we follow Jesus, it’s like joining Him in His story: we can leave our mistakes behind and start
living in a new, better way. Jesus’ birth, life, and resurrection show us that even when things are
really hard, God can make them good.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does your baptism remind you of Christ’s presence in suffering and death?
2. How might this truth shape your courage to face trials?
3. Where is God calling you to live as one already united with the crucified and risen Lord?
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Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Why is it hard for us to obey Jesus?
2) What does it mean that God wants us to be with Him even when it is hard?
3) What are some ways we can forget that Jesus loves us?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray that the Lord would raise up additional laborers for His kingdom through our
church. Pray for training that would equip the saints for His ministry.
* Pray that our Missionary of the week would be protected from harm and that the Lord

would use them to teach others of the deep love of Jesus.

Day 7 — Saturday
Revelation 14:13 — Blessed Are the Dead in the Lord

Scripture Reading
3 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord

from now on." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their
deeds follow them!"

Comfort in Christ culminates in eternal rest after faithful witness, even unto death.

The term “blessed” signals the ultimate comfort: death in the Lord is not loss but reward. The
Incarnation guarantees this hope because Christ has conquered death for us. There is grief in death,
but it is a grief with confident hope. Death does not get the final word.

Jesus loves us so much that even when someone dies, we don’t have to be afraid. Being with
Jesus forever is like the best rest ever, it’s happy and safe. When we follow Jesus and tell others
about Him, we are living in a way that lasts forever. Even when people are sad or things are hard,
Jesus wins over death, and we can trust Him to take care of us forever.

Adult Reflection Questions:
1. How does the promise of blessedness after death shape your present courage?
2. In what ways can you live with eternal perspective this Advent?
3. How might you encourage others who fear the cost of discipleship?

Kids Reflection Questions:
1) Why don’t we need to be afraid of death if we love Jesus?
2) What is one way you can remember that Jesus wins over everything?
3) How can you help someone who is sad remember Jesus’ love?

Prayer Requests for Today
* Pray that those who dwell in Staunton and Augusta County would come to know Jesus
is Lord and would sing His praises with one voice.
*Pray that Holy Cross would remain faithful to proclaim and follow Jesus as Lord and

Savior.
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